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Reading Comprehension: Fun Facts (Grade 3)

Grade 3 - Ages 8-9 - Reading - Reading Comprehension

Read the passage, then circle the best answer for each question.

Penguins are birds, but they cannot fly. Instead, they use their wings like flippers to swim through the
ocean. Penguins are excellent swimmers and can dive deep underwater to catch fish and squid. They
Many penguins live in cold places, like Antarctica. Penguins have thick, waterproof feathers that keep
them warm and dry. They also huddle together in large groups to share body heat on cold, windy days.
Baby penguins are called chicks. Parent penguins take turns keeping their eggs warm until the chicks
hatch. Penguins are truly amazing birds!

1. Whatis the main idea of this passage?

(A) Antarctica is a very cold place to live.

(B) Penguins are the fastest animals in the ocean.

(C) Penguins are interesting birds with special abilities.
(D) All birds can swim underwater.

2. How do penguins use their wings?

(A) To fly over the ocean
(B) To swim like flippers
(C) To dig holes in the ice
(D) To carry their chicks

3. Whatdoes the word 'huddle' mean in the passage?
(A) To swim in a circle
(B) To search for food
(C) To sing loudly
(D) To crowd closely together

4. What do penguins eat?
(A) Fish and squid
(B) Seaweed and plants

(C) Insects and berries
(D) Ice and snow

5. Based on the passage, why do penguins huddle together?

(A) To protect their eggs from other animals
(B) To find more fish to eat

(C) To teach their chicks how to swim

(D) To stay warm on cold, windy days

Cotuz - Free printable worksheets - cotuz.com - Page 1 of 2



éOtUZ [ANSWER KEY ]

Reading Comprehension: Fun Facts (Grade 3)

Grade 3 - Ages 8-9 - Reading - Reading Comprehension

Penguins are birds, but they cannot fly. Instead, they use their wings like flippers to swim through the
ocean. Penguins are excellent swimmers and can dive deep underwater to catch fish and squid. They
Many penguins live in cold places, like Antarctica. Penguins have thick, waterproof feathers that keep
them warm and dry. They also huddle together in large groups to share body heat on cold, windy days.
Baby penguins are called chicks. Parent penguins take turns keeping their eggs warm until the chicks
hatch. Penguins are truly amazing birds!

1. What is the main idea of this passage?
Answer: (C) Penguins are interesting birds with special abilities.

2. How do penguins use their wings?

Answer: (B) To swim like flippers

3. What does the word 'huddle' mean in the passage?
Answer: (D) To crowd closely together

4. \What do penguins eat?
Answer: (A) Fish and squid

5. Based on the passage, why do penguins huddle together?

Answer: (D) To stay warm on cold, windy days
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